
	

2017 – 2018 Annual Giving Fund:  Frequently Asked Questions 

 

Why do I need to support the Annual Giving Fund Campaign? 
While tuition establishes the foundation for Saklan’s values and mission, it does not cover the full cost of a Saklan 
education. A contribution to the Annual Giving Fund benefits each and every student at The Saklan School, bridging "the 
gap" between the actual cost to educate each student and what parents pay in tuition. 

What is "the gap" and how much is it? 
The gap is the difference between the actual cost to educate each student and what parents pay in tuition. The 2017-2018 
gap is $1,700 per pre-school student and $2,450 per K-8 student.  

What is my contribution used for? 
Contributions to the Annual Giving Fund ensure the continued health, success, and growth of our school.  Gifts allow 
Saklan to maintain small class sizes, financial diversity, and provide engaging, high-quality, individualized education by 
attracting and retaining outstanding teachers.  In addition, contributions provide for the upkeep of internal structural 
systems, professional development for faculty and staff, and facilities maintenance. 

This year, donors can direct their donations toward one or more of the following Program areas: Pre-K, Lower School, 
Middle School, Summer@Saklan, Tuition Assistance, and Unrestricted.  When one Program goal has been met, the 
donation will be directed to our Unrestricted designation, which supports all of our operating expenses.   

How much should I give? 
Only you can determine the amount that is significant for your family. We encourage you to consider the impact your gift 
will make, to realize the value of your donation in providing an exceptional school experience for our students, and to 
make your gift a personally meaningful one while fully understanding the significance of our budget gap. 

Why is 100% participation so important?  
Your teachers and staff and Board of Trustees have donated and pledged already! They are at 100% participation!  
When all parents contribute to our Annual Giving Fund and reach 100% participation, it is a vote of confidence and a sign 
that our parents support all the students and teachers of The Saklan School. This percentage also has an impact on gifts 
from outside sources; foundations consider high parent participation rates before agreeing to donate funds to a school. 

Is my contribution tax-deductible? 
Yes.  In many cases, your donation can be tax-deductible, because Saklan is a non-profit 501(c)3 organization.  To be 
sure, please consult your tax advisor to learn more about the tax-deductible benefits of your donations.  

What is a Company Matching Gift Program? 
Many companies provide a matching gift for every dollar their employee gives, thereby increasing the total value of your 
donation.  Please investigate whether your company offers a matching gift program OR contact our Director of 
Development at development@saklan.org if you are uncertain. We are eager to increase our annual support by 
participating in as many matching gift opportunities as possible. 

What is pledging? 
Pledging allows you to make a gift that you pay over time during the school year OR is a specific amount you agree to 
donate by the end of our Annual Giving Fund Campaign.  If your pledge has not been paid by May 1, 2018, you will 
receive a friendly reminder notice.  We respectfully request that all pledges be paid by May 15, 2018.   

Can I use my credit card to make a gift?  Can I make a gift online? 
Yes.  From our website, www.saklan.org, visit the Annual Giving Fund link to donate on our secure site.  The benefit of 
this form of donation is that the gift is received immediately.  The earlier you make your donation, the earlier Saklan 
students and teachers can benefit directly from your gift. 


